
Lawsuit: Boy suffered PTSD after surviving school bus crash

Type: Settlement

Amount: $307,933.00

State: New Jersey

Venue: Bergen County

Court: Bergen County Superior Court, NJ

Injury Type(s): • hip
• leg
• other - hematoma; abrasions; laceration; unconsciousness; physical therapy
• pelvis
• abdomen
• mental/psychological - anxiety; post-traumatic stress disorder

Case Type: • Motor Vehicle - Bus; Truck; U-Turn; Rollover; Broadside; Passenger; Multiple 
Vehicle

• School - Negligent Supervision
• Worker/Workplace Negligence - Negligent Hiring; Negligent Retention
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Case Name: Amir Majeed and Maryam A. Majeed Individually and on behalf of Asher Amir Majeed, a 
minor v. Mendez Trucking, Inc., John Does (1-10), ABC Corporations (1-10) (fictitious 
names, actual names unknown) / Sofia Evelich, an infant, by her parents and natural 
guardians, Marta Minervini-Evelich and Ronald John Evelich, and Marta Minervini-
Evelich and Ronald John Evelich, individually v. Paramus School District, Borough of 
Paramus Board of Education, The Borough of Paramus, Hudy Muldrow, Sr., East Brook 
Middle School, Michele Robinson, William P. Holzmann, Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda and 
Mendez Trucking Inc / Laliana Aykurt an infant by her parent and natural guardian Niles 
Aykurt and Niles Aykurt, Individually v. Hundy Muldrow and Paramus Board of 
Education / William Houck, Individually, and as Guardian ad Litem of Dennis Houck (a 
Minor); and Jennifer Houck, Individually v. Paramus Board of Education; Hudy 
Muldrow, Sr.; Mendez Trucking Inc.; Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda; and John Does 1-10 & 
ABC Companies 1-10 (fictitious names representing defendants who owned and/or 
negligently operated vehicles involved in the collision, or otherwise caused the collision, 
that are not yet known to Plaintiff) / Joevanny Vargas and Lorena Vargas, Individually 
and as administrators on behalf of the Estate of Miranda Vargas v. Mendez Trucking, Inc., 
Paramus Borough, Paramus Board of Education Hudy Muldrow, Michele Robinson, 
William F. Holzmann, John Does (1-20), ABC Corporations (1-10) (fictitious names, 
actual names unknown) / Mendez Trucking Inc. v. Paramus School District a/k/a Paramus 
Public Schools, Paramus School Board, Hudy Muldrow, Sr., John Does 1-5, ABC 
Business Entities 1-5, XYZ Governmental Entities 1-5 / Jessica Madonna v. Paramus 
School District, Paramus Board of Education, The Borough of Paramus, East Brook 
Middle School, Michele Robinson, Ed. D., New Jersey Department of Education, New 
Jersey Department of Transportation, State of New Jersey, Hudy Muldrow, Sr., John and 
Jane Does 1-30 and ABC Corp. 1-30 (said names being fictitious and unknown)(Unknown 
Employees and Agents of the Paramus School District, Paramus Board of Education, New 
Jersey Department of Transportation, State of New Jersey, and East Brook Middle 
School) / Brendan O'Callaghan, a minor by his Guardian ad Litem, Jaclyn O'Callaghan, 
and Jaclyn O'Callaghan, Individually v. Paramus Board of Education, Hudy D. Muldrow, 
Sr., Mendez Trucking Inc, Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda, John Does 1-10 (fictitious names 
representing unknown individuals) and/or ABC Corps. 1-10 (fictitious names representing 
unknown corporations, partnerships and/or Limited Liability Companies or other types of 
legal entities) XYZ Employer I-X (fictitious names, true names presently unknown), ABC 
Maintenance Corp. I-X (fictitious names, true names presently unknown), Def Brokerage 
Corp I-X (fictitious names, true names presently unknown), et al, No. BER-L-4402-18; 
BER-L-9236-18

Date: January 16, 2024

Plaintiff(s): • A. O., (, 0 Years)
• A. Y., (Male, 11 Years)
• G. R., (, 0 Years)
• Z. M., (, 0 Years)
• Lin Xu, (, 0 Years)
• Emily Xu, (, 0 Years)
• Amy Kempf, (, 0 Years)
• Sofia Lee, (, 0 Years)
• Viki Shah, (, 0 Years)
• Arwin Rula, (, 0 Years)
• Ashvy Shah, (, 0 Years)
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Plaintiff(s):

• Amir Majeed, (, 0 Years)
• Andrea Nagy, (, 0 Years)
• Donna Russo, (, 0 Years)
• Haley Kempf, (, 0 Years)
• Keri Lampey, (, 0 Years)
• Megan Lodge, (, 0 Years)
• Quing Xiang, (, 0 Years)
• Sofia Russo, (, 0 Years)
• Dana Matahen, (, 0 Years)
• Daniel Chung, (, 0 Years)
• Fanny Ortega, (, 0 Years)
• Jae Muk Chung, (, 0 Years)
• Niles Aykurt, (, 0 Years)
• Perla Yniego, (, 0 Years)
• Sophia Tsien, (, 0 Years)
• Christine Lee, (, 0 Years)
• Diana LaGrone, (, 0 Years)
• Isaura Rivera, (, 0 Years)
• John O'Mealy, (, 0 Years)
• Karen O'Mealy, (, 0 Years)
• Lorena Vargas, (, 0 Years)
• Ryan L. Lampey, (, 0 Years)
• William Houck, (, 0 Years)
• Jennifer Houck, (, 0 Years)
• Joseph Mancuso, (, 0 Years)
• Laliana Aykurt, (, 0 Years)
• Laura Mongello, (, 0 Years)
• Lucas Espinoza, (, 0 Years)
• Miranda Rivera, (, 0 Years)
• Sal Monteleone, (, 0 Years)
• Aixa Monteleone, (, 0 Years)
• Andrew Espinoza, (, 0 Years)
• Estate of M. V., (, 0 Years)
• Isabel Caminiti, (, 0 Years)
• Jessica Madonna, (, 0 Years)
• Joevanny Vargas, (, 0 Years)
• Maryam A. Majeed, (, 0 Years)
• Monika O'Reilly, (, 0 Years)
• Shane A. Mancuso, (, 0 Years)
• Asher Amir Majeed, (, 0 Years)
• Austin Berninger, (, 0 Years)
• Christian Flores, (, 0 Years)
• Jessica Espinoza, (, 0 Years)
• Karen Bartolomeo, (, 0 Years)
• Kenneth O'Reilly, (, 0 Years)
• Lauren Balestier, (, 0 Years)
• Natalia Sidorova, (, 0 Years)
• Nicholas Matahen, (, 0 Years)
• Steven Balestier, (, 0 Years)
• Tiana Holeviczki, (, 0 Years)

Published by Verdict Search, the leading provider of verdict & settlement research



Plaintiff(s):

• Anthony Kallergis, (, 0 Years)
• Claudia Balestier, (, 0 Years)
• David LaGrone Jr., (, 0 Years)
• Geri Kropiewnicki, (, 0 Years)
• John Kropiewnicki, (, 0 Years)
• Mendez Trucking Inc. (, 0 Years)
• Nicole Ozadovskiy, (, 0 Years)
• Robert Olechowski, (, 0 Years)
• Domenic Bartolomeo, (, 0 Years)
• Jaclyn O'Callaghan, (, 0 Years)
• Peter Caminiti III, (, 0 Years)
• Peter Caminiti Jr., (, 0 Years)
• Brendan O'Callaghan, (, 0 Years)
• Daniel Kropiewnicki, (, 0 Years)
• Giuseppe Monteleone, (, 0 Years)
• Brandon Kulanusorstit, (, 0 Years)
• Carlos Rodriguez Miranda, (, 0 Years)
• Christopher Kulanusorstit, (, 0 Years)
• Estate of Jennifer Williamson, (, 0 Years)

Plaintiff 
Attorney(s):

• Sophia Soraya; Varcadipane & Pinnisi, P.C.; Paramus NJ for A. Y.

Plaintiff Expert
(s):

• Carla J. Cooke Ed.D.; Psychology/Counseling; Scotch Plains, NJ called by: Sophia 
Soraya

• Robert Klingen; Accident Reconstruction; Midland Park, NJ called by: Sophia 
Soraya

• Bernard Vandenberg; Accident Reconstruction; Midland Park, NJ called by: Sophia 
Soraya

Defendant(s): • County of Bergen
• County of Morris
• Hudy Muldrow Sr.
• Borough of Paramus
• Michele Robinson
• State of New Jersey
• William F. Holzmann
• Mendez Trucking Inc.
• Mount Olive Township
• Paramus School Board
• Paramus School District
• East Brook Middle School
• Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda
• New Jersey Department of Education
• Borough of Paramus Board of Education
• New Jersey Department of Transportation
• State of New Jersey Department of Treasury
• State of New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
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Defense 
Attorney(s):

• Heather C. Ragone; Gallo Vitucci Klar LLP; New York, NY for Mendez Trucking 
Inc., Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda

• Sean C. Callahan; O'Toole Scrivo, LLC; Cedar Grove, NJ for Borough of Paramus 
Board of Education, Hudy Muldrow Sr.

• Patrick J. Cooney; Gallo Vitucci Klar LLP; New York, NY for Mendez Trucking 
Inc., Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda

Defendant 
Expert(s):

• John A. Desch; Accident Reconstruction; Riverdale, NJ called by: for Heather C. 
Ragone, Patrick J. Cooney

• David M. Mahalick Ph.D.; Neuropsychology; Maplewood, NJ called by: for 
Heather C. Ragone

• David G. Pilchman Ph.D.; Psychology/Counseling; Springfield, NJ called by: for 
Sean C. Callahan

• Robert Sinnaeve; Accident Reconstruction; Riverdale, NJ called by: for Heather C. 
Ragone, Patrick J. Cooney

• Jessica Gallina M.D.; Orthopedic Surgery; Wyckoff, NJ called by: for Heather C. 
Ragone

• Michael A. Sutton P.E.; Engineering; New York, NY called by: for Sean C. 
Callahan

Insurers: • Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty
• Navigators Group Inc. (The)

Facts: On May 17, 2018, plaintiff A.Y., 11, was a passenger on a school bus that was traveling 
westbound on Route 80 in Mount Olive for a field trip. A.Y., a student at East Brook 
Middle School in the Paramus School District, was sitting next to his close friend, fellow 
student M.V. A.Y. was originally sitting by the window, but switched seats with M.V. 
before leaving the school.

Hudy Muldrow was operating the bus along the entrance ramp of westbound Route 80 and 
coming off Route 206 South. He attempted to cross three lanes of travel to reach an 
opening in the median and make a U-turn into the eastbound lanes. It was later determined 
that he had missed an exit for the intended destination.

Carlos Rodriguez-Miranda was operating a dump truck owned by Mendez Trucking in the 
center westbound lane. Rodriguez-Miranda struck the side of the bus as it was traveling 
across the road. The bus split in half and rolled onto its side.

M.V. and a teacher died in the accident. A.Y. claimed abdominal, leg and pelvic injuries. 
Dozens of other students on the bus were injured, as well.

A.Y.'s father, Payman Yafar, acting as his son's parent and natural guardian, sued the 
Paramus Board of Education, Mendez Trucking and the two drivers. The lawsuit claimed 
that Muldrow and Rodriguez-Miranda were negligent in the operation of their respective 
vehicles. The lawsuit further contended that the Paramus Board of Education was 
vicariously liable for Muldrow's actions and that Mendez Trucking was vicariously liable 
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Facts:

for Rodriguez-Miranda's actions. Yafar also made negligent hiring and retention claims 
against both Mendez Trucking and Paramus Board of Education, and he made a negligent 
supervision claim against the Paramus Board of Education.

The estates of M.V. and the deceased teacher filed similar lawsuits, as did numerous other 
passengers who were injured in the collision. Both Rodriguez-Miranda and Mendez 
Trucking additionally sued Muldrow and various Paramus defendants. The cases were all 
consolidated.

A.Y.'s counsel argued that Muldrow negligently attempted a U-turn on the highway. 
Counsel also noted that Muldrow had a history of driving infractions prior to the accident. 
Counsel further contended that the Board of Education had a duty to keep the children 
safe, yet failed to do so.

A.Y.'s counsel also maintained that Rodriguez-Miranda failed to pay attention to the 
roadway. Counsel concluded that Rodriguez-Miranda should have braked to avoid the 
turning bus.

Counsel for the truck defendants contended that Rodriguez-Miranda could not have 
avoided the collision. His counsel maintained that Muldrow's sudden, unexpected and 
unlawful intrusion into the truck's travel lane constituted a sudden emergency.

In an opposition to the truck defendants' motion for summary judgment, 
Paramus/Muldrow's counsel contended that the Emergency Doctrine did not negate any 
liability by Mendez nor Rodriguez-Miranda.

Published by Verdict Search, the leading provider of verdict & settlement research



Injury: A.Y. lost consciousness as a result of the crash. He was carried off the bus and transported 
to Hackettstown Medical Center. He was then transferred to Hackensack University 
Medical Center, where he remained for several days.

A.Y. was diagnosed with a pelvic hematoma, abdominal tenderness, abdominal and hip 
abrasions and leg lacerations. He was discharged from the hospital with instructions to use 
a walker and/or cane when ambulating. He then underwent physical therapy that ended in 
2018.

A.Y. was also diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder and sought psychological 
therapy. He was still receiving this treatment sporadically at the time his case resolved. 
A.Y. claimed that he experienced anxiety, nightmares and sleep deprivation after the 
accident. He feared riding in vehicles, as well.

A.Y. said that the accident additionally affected his social life. Besides losing M.V., he 
also had to deal with his other classmates becoming more withdrawn in the aftermath of 
the crash.

Physically, A.Y. continued to experience right leg, groin and hip pain. He claimed this 
limited his ability to run, swim and bike. He sought recovery of damages for his past and 
future pain and suffering.

The orthopedic surgery expert retained by the truck defendants opined that A.Y.'s ongoing 
groin and left hip pain were not related to the accident.

Result: A.Y.'s case settled for $307,933, with Paramus' insurer contributing $298,000 and 
Mendez's insurer contributing $9,933.

Estate of M. V.

Joevanny Vargas

Laliana Aykurt

Mendez Trucking Inc. 

Jessica Madonna
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Jaclyn O'Callaghan

Brendan O'Callaghan

Lorena Vargas

Niles Aykurt

Carlos Miranda

Lauren Balestier

Claudia Balestier

Steven Balestier

Isaura Rivera

Miranda Rivera

Amy Kempf

Haley Kempf

Donna Russo

Sofia Russo

Ashvy Shah

Viki Shah

Natalia Sidorova
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Nicole Ozadovskiy

Christopher Kulanusorstit

Brandon Kulanusorstit

Andrea Nagy

Tiana Holeviczki

Christian Flores

Fanny Ortega

Jennifer Houck

William Houck

Perla Yniego

Arwin Rula

G. R.

Dana Matahen

Nicholas Matahen

Z. M.

A. Y.

A. O.

Published by Verdict Search, the leading provider of verdict & settlement research



Robert Olechowski

Diana LaGrone

David LaGrone Jr.

Peter Caminiti III

Isabel Caminiti

Peter Caminiti Jr.

Christine Lee

Sofia Lee

Domenic Bartolomeo

Karen Bartolomeo

Ryan Lampey

Keri Lampey

Shane Mancuso

Joseph Mancuso

Anthony Kallergis

Laura Mongello

Andrew Espinoza
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Jessica Espinoza

Lucas Espinoza

Daniel Kropiewnicki

John Kropiewnicki

Geri Kropiewnicki

Giuseppe Monteleone

Sal Monteleone

Aixa Monteleone

Monika O'Reilly

Kenneth O'Reilly

Sophia Tsien

Megan Lodge

Quing Xiang

Emily Xu

Lin Xu

Jae Chung

Daniel Chung
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Austin Berninger

John O'Mealy

Karen O'Mealy

Estate of Jennifer Williamson

Asher Majeed

Maryam Majeed

Amir Majeed

Trial Information:

Trial Length: 0 

Trial 
Deliberations:

0 

Editor's 
Comment:

This report is based on information that was provided by A.Y.'s counsel. Additional 
information was gleaned from court documents. Counsel for the remaining plaintiffs, for 
defendants Rodriguez-Miranda and Mendez Trucking Inc., and for defendants Muldrow 
and Paramus Board of Education did not respond to the reporter's phone calls. Counsel for 
the remaining defendants were not asked to contribute.

Writer Melissa Siegel
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