
Rear-end crash led to multiple shoulder, neck surgeries: lawsuit

Type: Settlement

Amount: $2,500,000

State: New Jersey

Venue: Essex County

Court: Essex County Superior Court, NJ

Injury Type(s): • back - herniated disc
• neck - herniated disc; fusion, cervical; herniated disc, cervical; herniated disc at C3-

4; herniated disc, cervical; herniated disc at C4-5; herniated disc, cervical; herniated 
disc at C5-6; herniated disc, cervical; herniated disc at C6-7; fusion, cervical, two-
level

• other - synovectomy; chiropractic; labrum, tear; labrum, torn; SLAP lesion/tear; 
physical therapy; epidural injections

• shoulder - glenoid labrum, tear; shoulder impingement; rotator cuff, injury (tear)
• surgeries/treatment - discectomy; arthroscopy; debridement; decompression surgery

Case Type: • Motor Vehicle - Truck; Rear-ender; Multiple Vehicle

Case Name: Korean Mohammed, Anissa Alimuddin, and Christian Pulchan v. Timothy C. Lockett & 
Extech Building Materials, Inc., No. ESX-L-004278-20

Date: March 22, 2023

Plaintiff(s): • Korean Mohammed, (Female, 44 Years)
• Anissa Alimuddin, (, 0 Years)
• Christian Pulchan, (, 0 Years)

Plaintiff 
Attorney(s):

• Dawn M. Pinnisi; Varcadipane & Pinnisi, P.C.; Paramus NJ for Korean Mohammed
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Plaintiff Expert
(s):

• David S. Pereira M.D.; Orthopedic Surgery; New York, NY called by: Dawn M. 
Pinnisi

• Karen Weingarten M.D.; Radiology; Garden City, NY called by: Dawn M. Pinnisi
• Ricky Madhok M.D.; Neurosurgery; East Meadow, NY called by: Dawn M. Pinnisi
• Kristin Kucsma M.A.; Economics; Livingston, NJ called by: Dawn M. Pinnisi
• Kathleen M. Acer Ph.D.; Vocational Rehabilitation; New York, NY called by: 

Dawn M. Pinnisi

Defendant(s): • Timothy C. Lockett
• Extech Building Materials Inc.

Defense 
Attorney(s):

• Kevin D. London; Law Offices of James H. Rohlfing; Morristown, NJ for Timothy 
C. Lockett, Extech Building Materials Inc.

Defendant 
Expert(s):

• Patrick A. Gaughan Ph.D.; Economics; New York, NY called by: for Kevin D. 
London

• Richard S. Nachwalter M.D.; Orthopedic Surgery; Morristown, NJ called by: for 
Kevin D. London

Insurers: • Travelers Property Casualty Corp.
• Indian Harbor Insurance Co.

Facts: On April 6, 2019, plaintiff Korean Mohammed, 44, a home health aide, was driving a 
sedan on the Route 1/9 exit ramp near Wilson Avenue in Newark. Anissa Alimuddin and 
Christian Pulchan were passengers in her vehicle. She stopped for a red light at Stockton 
Street.

Timothy Lockett was operating a commercial truck directly behind the sedan. The truck 
struck the left rear of the stopped sedan. Mohammed claimed injuries to her neck and 
shoulders. Alimuddin and Pulchan were also injured.

Mohammed, Alimuddin and Pulchan sued Lockett and the owner of the truck, Extech 
Building Materials. The plaintiffs claimed that Lockett was negligent in the operation of 
his vehicle and that Extech Building Materials was vicariously liable for Lockett’s 
actions.

Alimuddin and Pulchan settled their claims.

The defense stipulated to liability. The matter proceeded to damages.
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Injury: Mohammed went to a hospital the day of the crash. She was treated and released.

Mohammed was diagnosed with herniations of her C3-4, C4-5, C5-6 and C6-7 
intervertebral discs. She also claimed rotator cuff and SLAP tears in her right, non-
dominant shoulder along with impingement. She additionally alleged partial labrum and 
rotator cuff tears in her left shoulder.

Mohammed underwent chiropractic care and physical therapy, and she received cervical 
epidural injections. She also had multiple surgeries. The first was an arthroscopic right 
shoulder surgery in November 2019. The procedure included repairs of her SLAP and 
rotator cuff tears along with subacromial decompression, a synovectomy and debridement.

The following February, Mohammed underwent a left shoulder arthroscopy with a 
synovectomy, debridement and subacromial decompression.

Mohammed then had a C6-7 discectomy and fusion in March 2020. She also underwent a 
C4-5 and C5-6 fusion in October 2021.

Mohammed claimed she needs additional physical therapy, pain management care and 
medication in the future. She might also require another neck fusion, plaintiff’s counsel 
argued.

Mohammed said that daily activities such as showering and getting dressed now take her a 
long time to complete. She also stated that her injuries hinder her ability to cook and care 
for her child.

Mohammed’s life care planning expert opined that the plaintiff is no longer able to work 
and that the accident had forced Mohammed into premature retirement.

Mohamed sought recovery of $747,003 to $869,158 in past and future lost wages and 
household services. Mohamed also sought past and future medical expenses and damages 
for her past and future pain and suffering.

The defense’s orthopedic surgery expert claimed that the C6-7 herniation was not evident 
on an MRI taken a month after the accident. That herniation and the subsequent C6-7 
fusion were therefore unrelated to the crash, the defense maintained. Plaintiff’s counsel 
contended that the C6-7 herniation was present on that initial MRI.

The defense’s economics expert opined that Mohamed’s past lost wages were limited to 
around $48,000. Mohamed could also still perform sedentary jobs, the expert concluded.
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Result: The parties negotiated a pretrial settlement. The defendants’ primary insurer agreed to pay 
$688,538.62 from its $1 million policy. The defendants’ excess insurer agreed to pay an 
additional $1,811,461.38 from its $5 million policy. The settlement totaled $2.5 million.

Korean Mohammed

Christian Pulchan

Anissa Alimuddin

Trial Information:

Trial Length: 0 

Trial 
Deliberations:

0 

Editor's 
Comment:

This report is based on information that was provided by plaintiff's counsel for 
Mohammed and Pulchan. Additional information was gleaned from court documents. 
Defense counsel did not respond to the reporter's phone calls. Counsel for Alimuddin was 
not asked to contribute.

Writer msiegel2
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